
MERANTI  
(Shorea argenifolia)

Light red meranti is a tropical rainforest species found throughout South East 
Asia and the South West Pacific islands, including the Philippines, Indonesia, 
and east Malaysia. In Australia, light red meranti is marketed simply as meranti, 
or can be found under the names Borneo cedar, seraya, lauan, and Philippine 
mahogany. The timber’s heartwood ranges from pink to pinkish-brown. The 
sapwood is sometimes lighter than the heartwood, but differentiation cannot 
always be made. The grain is moderately coarse but even in texture 
with quarter sawn material sometimes displaying an attractive ribbon 
figure. Growth rings are absent and rays are medium to fine.

Light red meranti is a softer wood and not resistant to termites. 
It can be dried using conventional methods and bonded 
using standard procedures. While the sapwood readily 
accepts preservatives, penetration of  heartwood is 
insignificant using current commercial processes. 
The timber can be painted, stained, or polished 
but the open grain means surfaces should 
be filled before finishing. This species 
also machines well to a smooth surface 
and takes standard fittings and 
fastenings easily.
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COLOUR
Light red meranti heartwood ranges from pink to pinkish-brown. The sapwood 
is sometimes lighter than the heartwood, but often it is difficult to distinguish it as 
separate. The grain is moderately coarse but even in texture with quarter sawn 
material sometimes displaying an attractive ribbon figure. Growth rings are absent 
and rays are medium to fine.

DENSITY 
Unseasonded: N/A Seasoned: 400KG/m3

GRAIN 
Moderately coarse textured with quarter sawn material often displaying an 
attractive ribbon figure.

STRENGTH 
S6 unseasoned; SD7 seasoned.

STRUCTURAL RATINGS 
F8, F11, F14, F17 (unseasoned), F14, F17, F22, F27 (seasoned)

HARDNESS (JANKA) 
2kN (Seasoned) & 2kN (Unseasoned)

TERMITE RESISTANCE 
Not Resistant

SHRINKAGE TO 12% MC 
6.5-8.0% (tangential); 4.0-5.0% (radial)

DURABILITY ABOVE GROUND 
Low – 0 – 5 Years

DURABILITY IN GROUND 
Low – 0-5 Years

WORKING PROPERTIES 
Light red meranti can be dried using conventional methods and bonded using 
standard procedures. While the sapwood readily accepts preservative impregnation, 
heartwood penetration is negligible. This timber can be painted, stained or 
polished but its open grain means surfaces should be filled before finishing. It also 
machines well to a smooth surface and takes standard fittings and fastenings easily.

USES 
Light red meranti is commonly used for decorative applications including 
panelling, flooring, joinery, mouldings, plywood and turnery. It is regularly sought 
after for furniture and carving.
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